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PERCEPTION AND DRIVING 
STRATEGIES FOR 

DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENTS
1

1

OBJECTIVES
….
WHAT WE HOPE YOU LEARN TODAY

qStudents will continue to expand on the 
discussion of managing speed, space and 
visibility in different driving environments 
(urban, rural, highway)

qStudents will be given and will discuss 
methods to reduce risk when sharing the 
roadway with other users of the system

qReview and discuss risk-reducing defensive 
driving strategies that can accomplish 
collision-free driving
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PAPERWORK….
THERE ARE THREE PIECES OF PAPERWORK THAT YOU 
ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR COMPLETING…

1. Log into Heights and register for this class
2. Your signature on the daily classroom roster

3. Your drive times.
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AAA SAFETY FOUNDATION
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SHARING THE 
ROADWAY

¢ PEDESTRIANS

5

Clues for Pedestrian Actions

Transparency 5.18

Age and 
Condition

Activities

Location
??? To ask yourself….
•Age of pedestrian

•Location (near roadway, in 
roadway)

•Activity (walking, jogging, 
playing)

•Establish eye contact with 
pedestrian
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PEDESTRIANS

6

¢ Yield to pedestrians
� At or in crosswalks
� Driveways and alleys
� Drivers getting out of 

parked cars
� Parking Lots
� Jogging Areas
� School Zones

¢ Responsibility of 
pedestrians
� Cross at intersections
� Cross with green light
� Search all directions
� Walk facing traffic
� Wear reflective / visible 

clothing

MOST FATALITIES 
INVOLVE JAYWALKERS…

6
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SCHOOL ZONES
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¢ BUSES LOADING 
OR UNLOADING

¢ WHEN DO YOU STOP?
¢ Fewer than four lanes all 

traffic stops
¢ Four lanes of traffic or 

more and only vehicles 
traveling the same 
direction as the bus stops
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ANIMALS
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¢ Search all areas for 
animals (warning signs)

¢ Particularly dangerous 
from sunset to sunrise

¢ Reflection of eyes at 
night

¢ Choose a safe path of 
travel to avoid animals
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MOTORCYCLES
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¢ Characteristics of the 
motorcycle
� More maneuverable
� Less Stable
� Less Protection

¢ Characteristics of the 
motorcyclist
� Age
� The way they are 

dressed (protective 
equipment)

� Actions they take when 
riding (in lane, in turns)

� More than one on the 
cycle (stability problems)

� More than one 
motorcycle riding 
together

� Headlight on for 
improved visibility

9
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MOTORCYCLES
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¢ Location of motorcycles
� When traveling ahead in 

lane
� When turning left or right
� Passing other vehicles on 

left or right
� Tailgating other vehicles
� Riding in a car’s blind spot

¢ Your actions as a driver 
(reducing risk)
� Search for and be aware of 

motorcycles
� Establish eye contact with 

cyclist
� Communicate with horn, 

lights, signals, etc.
� Increase your following 

distance
� Be aware at night
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Clues to Bicyclist Action

• Type of Rider
• Roadway Condition ahead of 

Bicycle
• Location of Bicycle
• Others?

Transparency 5.20

BICYCLES, 
MOPEDS &

MOTOR 
SCOOTERS

12

¢ Characteristics
• Age (child or adult)
• Knowledge of laws

• Ride on right side of roadway

• Obey all signs, signals and laws
• Walk bike across intersections

• Wear reflective clothing at night
• Keep bicycle / moped in good condition

• Special state laws for mopeds / 
scooters

• Actions they take while riding
• Riding in groups
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LJheVUUYMA&feature=related
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BICYCLES, MOPEDS &
MOTOR SCOOTERS

¢ Location of bicycle / 
moped

v In lane
v When turning
v Clue to rider’s actions

¢ Your actions as a driver 
(reducing risk)

v Warn rider of your presence 
(tap horn)

v Signal your actions early
v Adjust your position
v Reduce speed
v Establish Eye Contact
v Look for cyclists before 

leaving parked car

14
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• Be aware of their location   
• Look for flashing lights
• Listen for siren
• Move out of the way
• Pull over to the right or left, 

depending on location and stop off 
and parallel to the road surface

•  Allow the emergency vehicle to  pass
• Check traffic before starting again
• Do not follow the emergency vehicle
• If emergency vehicle is pulled off, 

increase your space from it as you 
pass

15
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•Characteristics of large vehicles
• Slow to accelerate
• Longer to stop
• Visibility problems (large blind spot areas and seeing to the 

rear)
• The need for more time and space to make maneuvers
• Buses – frequent stops/starts

16
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Changes in Sight Distance or Views to 
the Side Because of Other Traffic

Transparency 5.21
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BLIND SPOTS BEHIND 
TRUCKS CAN BE 200’
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Look at all the evidence…..what 
do you think happened here?

Ronald Green turned into Rick Thomas' van at the intersection of Fifth and Main Streets Monday morning. Green turned into Thomas , of Crestline, while attempting to turn east on Fifth Street from 
the far right lane. He was cited for the maneuver. No one was hurt in the crash.Source: Mans. News Journal

18
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Driving ……Did you know this?

Driving

To put it another way....

19
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STAY OUT
OF THE 

“NO ZONE”

20

21

Rut Row Raggy!  Rit’s 
Reak Rime!  Rooby, Rooby 

Roo!

How ‘bout a Scooby Snack?  
See you in 5! (ZB)

21

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GgJBeC4dWBM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GgJBeC4dWBM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m1-FIAhcSA&feature=related
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CLASS EXERCISE…….

22

22

Lower Speed Limits

Two Way and One Way Streets

Traffic Controls – stale green light
23

Changes in Space to Sides 
Because of 

Other Traffic
• Oncoming line of cars
• Cars waiting to turn 

left
• Parked delivery truck
• Turning trucks
• Bikes
• Pedestrians
• Stalled cars

Transparency 5.22

ü Increased amount of traffic
ü Multiple threat objects
ü Complex intersections

DRIVING TECHNIQUES 
FOR URBAN / CITY 

STREETS

OTHER 

FACTORS…..

•Vision Obstruction

•Roadway Conditions

•Irregular Traffic 

Flow

23

24

WHAT FAILURE TO 
YIELD THE RIGHT 

OF WAY CAN 
MEAN.....

24

http://www.newsnet5.com/dpp/news/local_news/emergency-crews-are-at-the-scene-of-a-two-vehicle-crash-in-mentor
http://www.newsnet5.com/dpp/news/local_news/emergency-crews-are-at-the-scene-of-a-two-vehicle-crash-in-mentor
http://www.newsnet5.com/dpp/news/local_news/emergency-crews-are-at-the-scene-of-a-two-vehicle-crash-in-mentor
http://www.newsnet5.com/dpp/news/local_news/emergency-crews-are-at-the-scene-of-a-two-vehicle-crash-in-mentor
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üStopping at intersections
üSecond Stop procedure for visibility
Stop Line vs. No Stop Line

DRIVING 
TECHNIQUES 
FOR URBAN / 
CITY STREETS

¢ INTERSECTION
S

q Types
q Safe approach
q Search Patterns
q Proceeding 

straight thru
q Turns
q Left-Right-Left

25

Selecting a gap in traffic f
or maneuvers

Covering the brake technique

Following distance

Search Patterns

Managing Space and Speed

25
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v SEARCH PATTERNS…WHAT TO 
LOOK FOR

v Search 1-2 blocks ahead for awareness to 
clues

v Search mirrors when you slow or prepare to 
stop

v Search vehicles ahead for brake lights, turn 
signals, and positioning

v Search parked cars for pedestrians entering 
the street 
v Through the windshield for a driver; left turn 

signal or brake lights on; front wheels turned 
towards the street; exhaust smoke on a cold day

26
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MANAGING SPACE & SPEED IN THE 
CITY

27

¢ Select the best lane for 
safe travel

¢ Prepare to move if lane is 
blocked

¢ Lane positioning
� Center of lane
� ½ lane to the left
� ½ lane to the right
� Multiple lanes – full lane 

to left and full lane to 
right if applicable

¢ Drive at the speed of traffic 
flow

¢ Stay within the speed limit

¢ Adjust speed for traffic lights 
– reduce speed

¢ Speed limit changes

¢ Warning signs

SPACE SPEED

27
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LANE CHANGE PROCEDURE

28

1) Turn signal on
2) Check mirrors (left, 

center & right)
3) Check blind spot
4) Change smoothly if 

safe
5) Cancel Signal

S. SIGNAL

M. MIRRORS

O. OVER THE 
SHOULDER

G. GO – IF SAFE

5 STEPS S.M.O.G.

28

29
Start movie now...

29

PASSING

30

R Roadway ahead

R Is it legal to pass?

R Surface materials

R Space ahead to complete the pass

R Shoulders ahead

R Mirrors for others passing you

R Blind Spot

R Driveways or intersections

R Signal

R Check Mirrors

R Check Blind Spot

R Change lanes, if safe

R Accelerate

R Check mirrors for headlights of vehicle 
passed

R Signal return to lane

R Change smoothly and cancel signal

CRITICAL CHECKS 
BEFORE PASSING….. …..STEPS TO PASSING

30

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-4001103383618158625
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¢ In a no passing zone

¢ Where sight distance ahead is 
limited or blocked

¢ Areas of less space to the 
sides

¢ Hills, curves, bridges, railroad 
tracks, intersections

¢ Uphill

¢ The vehicle ahead is at the 
speed limit

¢ Adverse conditions (fog, snow, 
heavy rain, etc.)

¢ Oncoming traffic is too close

¢ Multiple vehicles in line
Lane Changes....

31
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MEETING
ONCOMING TRAFFIC

Ø   Adjust speed with multiple hazards
Ø  Meet where additional space is available
Ø  Slow moving vehicles may cause a driver to 

swerve
Ø  At night, look to the right edge of the roadway

32

33

DRIVING TECHNIQUES FOR RURAL /OPEN HIGHWAYS

¢ ROADWAY 
CONDITIONS
….

Þ Hills and curves
Þ Type of surface
Þ Shoulders
Þ Poor lighting at night
Þ Animals
Þ Slow-moving farm    

equipment
Þ Horse drawn vehicles

Managin
g

Visibility

Speed 
& 

Space

33

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXl_Ni-mTn8&feature=related
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CLASS EXERCISE

34

PRACTICING 
PASSING EXERCISE 

TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO 
COMPLETE THE 

WORKSHEET.

34

SMV – A SPECIAL 
SEGMENT

NASD Interacting with Agricultural 
Equipment on the Roadways

35

35

36

Before there were cell 
phones to call your 

friends & family…….

Before there were 
tractors bigger 

than the 
roadways…..

Before you have a cow or something….

TAKE A 
BREAK……

.
 

SEE YOU 
IN 5

36

http://www.nasdtraining.org/vehicle_on_road
http://www.nasdtraining.org/vehicle_on_road
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DRIVING 
TECHNIQUES 
FOR MULTI-

LANE ROADS OR 
EXPRESSWAYS

¢ Multiple lanes, usually divided by a 
barrier of some type

¢ Higher Speeds (55 – 65mph)

¢ Limited / Controlled access

¢ Frequent passing

¢ Large trucks and other vehicles

¢ Merge areas

37
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DRIVING 
TECHNIQUES 
FOR MULTI-

LANE ROADS OR 
EXPRESSWAYS

¢SPECIALIZED 
INTERCHANGES

� Cloverleaf

� Diamond

� Trumpet

38
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Entering the 
Freeway              
1. Give proper directional signal.

2. Look ahead to see if access to 
the roadway is clear.

3. Estimate the speed of the 
vehicles on the freeway and 
that of any vehicles traveling 
in front of you.4. While on the entrance ramp, 

look over your shoulder to find 
an opening (gap) on the freeway.

5. As you enter the acceleration 
lane, match your speed to that of 
other traffic.

6. Check again for traffic (gap),

7. Use the full length of the 
acceleration lane to merge 
safely.

8. Enter the mainstream of traffic 
and adjust speed to it.

Transparency 5.24

THINGS TO 
CONSIDER

…
•Signals or Signs at 
end of ramp

•Curves on ramp

•Vehicles ahead

•Move to shoulder if 
no gap

•No Stopping on 
the ramp unless for 
a stop sign

39
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Left Lane (s) 
passing Right Lane

Entering / exiting

Center 
Lane (s)
Passing 

or 
cruising

Lane of least 
conflict is best 

choice

Prepare for exit in 
advance

Lane change 
procedure – same as 
before – beware of 
others moving into 
the lane you want

Passing and being passed 
– apply procedure learned 

earlier

40
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Leaving the Expressway
1. Check traffic, give the 

proper signal and move 
to the deceleration lane.  
Maintain your speed.

2. Give proper directional 
signal and maintain 
speed.

3. Check again for traffic 
using the rearview 
mirrors.  Start to reduce 
speed.  Check traffic 
ahead for sudden change 
in speed.  Maintain safe 
space cushion.

4. Enter the exit ramp.

5. Adjust to and obey ramp 
speed as posted.

6. Cancel your signal.

7. Steer as necessary to 
straighten the car into the 
exit lane.

8. Check new roadway 
environment.  You might 
have to adjust to a sudden 
change in speed.

Transparency 5.25

THINGS TO 
CONSIDER

…
•Identify signs early 
and prepare for exit

•Exiting Left

•Exiting Right

•Weave Lane
•Right-of-way 
given to exiting 
traffic

41

SPECIAL 
SITUATIONS ON THE 

EXPRESSWAY

vDriver fitness – highway hypnosis & 
velocitation

vDisabled vehicles – adjust speed & space

vConstruction area – adjust speed & space

vToll booths – driver must pay a fee to use 
roadway

42

42
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I N S E R T  D I S K

43

44

¢ http://www.cent
urycouncil.org/e

cards/teen-
safety

ANY 
VOLUNTEERS?..

..CLICK ON 
LINK BELOW…..

WOW! THAT WAS 
TOUGH…….

NOW TRY A 
HANDS ON 

EXERCISE…..

PARTNER UP 
INTO GROUPS OF 

THREE

44

45

DISTRACTED 
DRIVING 

EXERCISES…
…

¢ APPROXIMATE TIME:  5 MINUTES

¢ EQUIPMENT:  DECK OF PLAYING 
CARDS & STOPWATCH

1) Select one person to be the dealer, one person 
to be the timer and one person to observe.

2) Time how long it takes to sort the cards into 
4 piles by suit (hearts, diamonds, clubs & 
spades)

3) Share the time with the class.
4) Repeat step 2, but with the observer now 

reading the addition problems aloud to the 
person and waiting for the person to provide 
the answer.  Ask them to answer as many 
problems correctly as possible.

5) Share the new time with the class.  Why the 
difference?45

http://www.centurycouncil.org/ecards/teen-safety
http://www.centurycouncil.org/ecards/teen-safety
http://www.centurycouncil.org/ecards/teen-safety
http://www.centurycouncil.org/ecards/teen-safety
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TAKING YOUR 
DRIVING TEST……

46

SCHEDULE YOUR 
TEST ONLINE

WHAT WILL THE 
TEST BE?

http://www.ohiodriving
test.com/

http://maps.google.com/m
aps?hl=en&tab=il

46

http://www.ohiodrivingtest.com/
http://www.ohiodrivingtest.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&tab=il
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&tab=il

